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were applied with intervals between them of twenty
seconds. Could anything more uncertain or unsatisfactory
be conceived, anything more painful be recorded on the
face of the history of modern medicine? The best
minds will stand astounded at the fact that any medi-
cal man or men could be found ready to dip their hands
into any part of such fearful work. If anything of
service to humanity were gained by it, if any suffering,
sorrow, or death were saved by it, if anyone were made
the least bit nobler or more useful by it, there might
be some excuse. But to take the loathsome job out of the
hands of the common executioner is beyond comprehen-
sion. The office of the public executioner is that of a person
who for gain kills another man lawfully; whether by the
cord, the knife, the bullet, or the electric shock is simply a
matter of detail. 

___

FASHION IN DRESS.

NOTWITHSTANDING numerous evidences of subservience
to the caprices of fashion, we are not without ground of
hope that a permanent change for the better in regard to
dress may be looked for as the result of rational teaching.
This, too, appears to be the view of Dr. Ambrose

Charpentier, who recently delivered a lecture on the

subject. His observations, which have since been pub.
lished in pamphlet form, are stated with clearness and

fluency, and give proof of considerable study, original
thought, and scientific insight. Dress customs in great
variety, from those of the days of ancient Britain to our
own, are briefly described and compared. A section devoted
to the aesthetic aspect of the question is well introduced
by an allusion to the fact that truth to nature is alone true
art, and the author’s views on dress, if they do not accord
with some which have the sanction of present usage, will
bear comparison with the latter in respect of such fidelity.
When he comes to sanitary considerations, he is no less
fortunate. His vigorous denunciations of such old and

slowly dying evils as tight stays and high heels have added
something to the often-neglected arguments of reason. His
ideal dress for women includes woollen or silk underwear,
a light corset without bones or steel, allowing for a full,
natural waist of twenty-six inches, an upper bodice, a
skirt depending from the shoulders, and the usual outer
dress. We note in his remarks on masculine attire a

preference for knee-breeches and for a flatter and softer
hat than the familiar "chimney pot." Our space will not
admit of a full statement of his observations on the

injary done by badly though fashionably fitting clothes.
Over and over again have the certain consequences of

wearing misshapen boots, tight corsets, and other faulty
clothing been clearly explained. Some good has doubtless
been done in this way, and any who are candid enough to
learn once more the why and wherefore of healthy dress
will do well to peruse the work of one who is evidently
a careful thinker in such matters.

PROFESSOR SMITH ON REMINISCENCES OF 
KING’S COLLEGE.

PROFESSOR HENRY SMITH opened the winter session of
the Medical Society of King’s College, on Monday even.
ing last, with an interesting address on this subject He

began by pointing out the enormous advances in medicine
and surgery which had taken place since he commenced his
medical career some fifty Sears ago, and claimed that the
eminent men who had taught in King’s College since its
foundation had taken a very active part in this progress.
From empiricism--even in the hands of a shrewd observer, as
was the gentleman to whom Professor Smith was a pupil-
we had, through the cultivation of pathology, advanced to
a rational treatment of disease. In his days of pupilage, he I

had seen a case of hemoptysis, dependent upon extensive
phthisis, treated with repeated bleedings, much to the
detriment of the ill nourished patient. The influence of
Sir Thos. Watson, Todd, Budd, and Johnson in the chair
of medicine, of Fergusson, Bowman, Partridge, and Wood
as surgeons, of Arthur Farre and Priestley as professors
of midwifery, and of Partridge in the chair of anatomy,
was most sympathetically dwelt on. Each and all of them
had advanced the knowledge of the branch of medical
science which had been specially cultivated by them, and
they had all possessed that magnetic charm cf personal
influence which made great and successful teachers. As a
result of their teaching, pupils of King’s College had been
elected to the teaching staff of every medical school in
London but one, and to almost every important provincial
hospital. The meeting, which was largely attended by
past and present students, enthusiastically thanked Pro.
fessor Smith for his kindness in delivering an address of m
much historical interest. -

ST. LUKE’S DAY AT THE COLLEGE OF
PHYSICIANS.

ON the conclusion of the Harveian Oration on Monday
last, which was largely attended by many Fellows,
Members, and Licentiates of the College, and several dis-
tinguished visitors, the President, Sir Andrew Clark, made
the presentation of the Baly and Moxon medals. The

recipient of the Baly medal was Professor Michael Foster
of Cambridge ; and the Moxon medal (which was awarded
for the first time) was assigned to Sir A. B. Garrod. It is need-
less to say that the President passed a most graceful eulogy
upon the services rendered by these distinguished men to
physiology and to clinical medicine. The annual Harveian-
Dinner took place in the College the same evening, Sir
Andrew Clark in the chair. About seventy Fellows were
present, and the guests included Lord Hannen, the Lord,
Biahop of Carlisle, and Professor Huxley.

A CASE OF C&AElig;SAREAN SECTION.

THE operation of Caesarean section has recently been per-
formed successfully by Dr. Cullingworth at St. Thomas’s
Hospital. The patient, a primipara aged twenty-one, is a
rachitic dwarf, 4 ft. 5 in. in height, with a generally con-
tracted and oblique pelvis and rachitic lower extremities
The estimated true conjugate is only two and a third
inches. The operation was performed on Oct. 8th, ab
2 P.-.Ni. Pregnancy had advanced to within one week of
full time. Ether was administered and the abdomen

opened by a mesial incision five inches long, beginning
one inch above the umbilicus. The uterus was found
rotated to the left, the right broad ligament lying in
front, and a little to the right of the abdominal
wound. This was remedied, and an incision of four inches
made in the anterior wall of the uterus, the haemorrhage
being restrained by digital pressure. The entrance of blood’
and liquor amnii into the peritoneal cavity was effectually
prevented by keeping the edges of the abdominal wound
closely applied to the anterior surface of the uterus. The
child, a well-formed male, was seized by the left leg,.
and easily extracted; it weighed 7 lb. 7 oz., and measured
twenty inches and a half in length. The cord was then

clamped and divided. The placenta and membranes
were quickly removed, and two fingers passed through
the cervix into the vagina. The uterus contracted
well, and was now brought out of the abdomen and’
the sutures introduced, beginning at the lower angte
of the incision. Ten deep and eleven half.deep silk
mtures were used, haemorrhage being arrested during their
introduction by pressure of the abdominal wall against the
lower segment of the uterus. No elastic ligature was used.
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The Fallopian tubes were ligatured, and after the peritoneal
cavity had been cleansed by sponging, the uterus was re-
turned to the abdomen and the abdominal wound closed by
deep and superficial sutures. The operation lasted alto-
gether an hour. The chief points to be noted in the sub.
sequent progress of the case have been the extreme scanti-
ness of the lochial discharge ; some abdominal disten-
sion and pain on the second day ; and an attack of

pleurisy, with a temperature of 103&deg;, a pulse of 132, and
some sickness, on the fourth day. The patient was

returned to the general ward on the seventh day, and on
the following day the sutures were removed, the abdominal
incision having soundly healed. The mother and child
continue to progress satisfactorily.

THE NOTIFICATION ACT.

THE merits of the Notification Act are likely for some
time to afford a subject of much discussion between the
sanitary and the medical section of the profession. There
can be no doubt that it needs to be carried out with
consummate tact and good medical judgment. The dia.

gnostic skill necessary for notification without chance of
error is not sufficiently insisted on in the present state of
medical education, in which, notwithstanding the regula-
tions of the Medical Council, the medical bodies do not
severely exact proof of instruction in infectious disease.
Rather is it true that such instruction is at present so little
made use of that it will only be by a happy chance that,
for some time to come, practitioners will avoid many errors
in the very eye of the public and of public bodies. Sap-
posing diagnostic skill to be all that can reasonably
be demanded-for infallibility is not to be expected
here any more than in any other department of
:human duty,-there remain the questions of its utility
,as a means of protecting the public and of the tact with
which the powers of the sanitary authority are exercised.
There are some important statements on this subject
in the recent report of Dr. Groves on the health of
-the rural and sanitary districts of the Isle of Wight.
He testifies that the profession has been faithful to

its duty of notifying since the adoption of the Act,
but that in the majority of cases the head of the

family has failed to give notice. He says that a twelve
months’ experience has disposed of every objection to it,
and proved it to be one of the most beneficent sanitary
Acts hitherto passed by any legislature. !Jr. droves has no
doubt that a large amount of sicknees has been prevented
and a considerable sum of money saved. There has been
an entire absence of friction between medical practitioners
and the medical officers of health, and the private interests
of those engaged in trade have been conserved as they could
not have been had the Act not been in force. He gives in-
stances of perfect isolation of scarlet fever at a bakery and
at a milk-vendor’s, with perfect protection of the public, in
happy ignorance of the presence of the disease. The report,
,however, shows the difficulty of getting complete notification,
for there were known to be sixteen cases of scarlet fever
over and above the thirty. five which were notified, and a large
number of cases were not medically attended, which the
opponents of notification would attribute to the Notification
Act. A case is reported from South Shields showing the
necessity for more care on the part of sanitary authorities.
Whatever the objection of the medical profession to noti-
fication, it will certainly be reduced and removed more
rapidly by consideration on the part of the authorities in
the use they make of notification after it has been obtained.
friction is easily caused; but it is almost as easily avoided.
At South Shields, two cases of scarlet fever were under
the care of Mr. Crease, living in a four-roomed house, the
family consisting of two adults and six children. He

notified the cases on Sept. 19tb. When he went to see
them on the 21st he found they had been removed in a
north-easterly gale and rain to the infectious hospital, at
the instance and by the persuasion of the sanitary in-

spector, who, according to Mr. Crease, represented that
they would have much better treatment there than at
home. Neither the practitioner in attendance nor any
other medical man was consulted as to the fitness of this
removal. There seems to have been no intervention even
of the medical officer of health, who would doubtless have
consulted the practitioner in attendance. Mr. Crease

naturally felb aggrieved, and complained to the Local
Government Board, who admitted that in so acting the
sanitary inspector exceeded his duty. In the circumstances
of the family, and with only 630 cubic feet for two scarlet
fever cases, there was much to be said for removal, but the
question was eminently one in which medical direction
should have been sought. ‘

ACUTE RHEUMATISM CONFINED TO THE
TEMPORO-MAXILLARY JOINT.

THE British Journal of Dental Science reproduces a report
by Dr. Gallipe, published in Le Progr&egrave;s Dentaire, of a ease of
acute rheumatism confined to the temporo-maxillary joint.
It occurred in a patient iof rheumatic diathesis. The sym-
ptoms were swelling of the cheek on the right side, with
redness and pain on pressure ; mastication and talking were
both painful, with exacerbations at times. Pressure over
the temporo-maxillary joint caused sharp pain. The upper
and lower wisdom-teeth on the same side felt as if raised
in their sockets. There had been no toothache. Careful
examination of these teeth revealed no decay. The dia-

gnosis was made of an attack of acute rheumatism in the
right temporo.maxillary joint, and the patient was put
upon salicylate of soda and quinine, rapid recovery resulting.
Dr. Gallipe considers that the feeling of raising in the
teeth was due to an attack of rheumatism in the alveolo-
dental membrane itself, or rheumatic periodontitis, rather
than simply the extension of pain from the affected joint.

THE LIGHTING OF SCHOOLS.

SOME sensible remarks appear in a recent number of the
Builder on this subject. The dark days, it is remarked, are
upon us, and, as is natural, the question of lighting again
becomes prominent. It may, therefore, be opportune to
suggest that the authorities who rule the great public
schools of this country would do well to consider whether
their manner of lighting is in all cases really satisfactory.
As it is in boyhood that the eyesight is most frequently
weakened, and the diseases of later years are begun, it is

very essential that the utmost care should be taken that the
lighting of rooms in which studies are pursued should be as
effective and as little productive of trouble to the eyes as
possible. We venture to think that this subject has re-
ceived far too-little attention in England. How many of
the public schools of this country fulfil the recommendation
of the committee convoked by the Minister of Public
Instruction in France, and endorsed by Cohn and other
authorities? The chief suggestion made by this committee
was that in any schoolroom every scholar should be in a
position to see a piece of the sky corresponding in size to a
window span of at least thirty centimetres (thirteen inches)
square; and Cohn adds that a newspaper of ordinary type can
be read at a distance of one metre just as easily and quickly
when illuminated by light equal to fifty normal candles-
i e., spermaceti candles six to the pound-as when read by
good daylight, and that such light power can be obtained
from one stearine candle if the print is held only fourteen
centimetres from the flame. But in how many schools does

i this amount of light obtain ? Most ophthalmic surgeons


